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N PC took our joint campaign for a Com-

missioner for Older People and Ageing 
(COPA) in England to a special roundtable 
briefing for MPs in Westminster. 
Organised by the COPA campaign group — 
Age UK, Ageing Better, Independent Age, 
and NPC — the session heard from the 
Northern Ireland Commissioner Siobahn Ca-
sey, and former Welsh Commissioner, He-
léna Herklots, about the benefit of having a 

d e d i c a t e d 
older peo-
ple’s advo-
cate. All of 
the speak-
ers, includ-
ing NPC Gen-
eral Secre-
tary Jan 

Shortt (right) highlighted the 
challenges faced by older 
people, including the cost-of-
living crisis, inadequate 
transport, poor housing, and 
barriers to healthcare.  
Roundtable host Emma Lewell MP said: 
“The call for a Commissioner for Older Peo-
ple in England is not new, but its urgency is 
becoming greater. With over 11 million over-
65s in England, and that number likely to 
grow to 17 million by 2040, it doesn’t make 
sense that we don’t have a Commissioner. 
We know that everything the general popula-
tion is struggling with is felt more acutely by 
older people.  The way to guarantee a better 
future for older people in England is through 
a commissioner. It has worked in Wales and 
Northern Ireland, and it can work here too.” 

What’s in the Chancellor’s Budget Box for older people 

W hen Chancellor Rachel 
Reeves stands up in 

Parliament to deliver her Autumn 
Budget many of us will be dreading 
how it might affect our own budgets. 
The Office of Budget Responsibility 
(OBR) has already indicated that the 
£22bn debt hole the Chancellor is try-
ing to fill in the economy is now much 
larger than expected.  Rumours are that she 
will have to break the government’s pre-
election Manifesto promise and raise taxes. 
Maintaining the Triple Lock (TL) 
guarantee on our annual state pen-
sion rise was another government pre-
election promise. But some media and finan-
cial ’think tanks’ are full of dire warnings 
that the country cannot afford to maintain 
the Triple Lock, and that it must go.  
While the measure should survive on 26th 
November, if the government breaks its 
promise on tax hikes, could the TL be next? 
However, the Chancellor’s Budget Box may 
contain other measures that will impact on 
older people’s income—such as ‘stealth taxa-
tion’ like the current freeze on the tax thresh-
old—the point at which we all 

start to pay tax (currently 
frozen until 2028). Ideally 

the threshold should rise with pen-
sions. But this freeze means that the 
more the TL continues to push state 
pensions up, the more of us will end 
up over the threshold and paying tax. 
The NPC is campaigning to keep the 
TL, at least until a decent alternative 

state pension strategy for our ageing popula-
tion is found to ensure older people can live 
with dignity, respect and financial security.   

Jan Shortt, NPC General Secretary 
said: “We need to impress upon  

the government and MPs that the Triple 
Lock—and an increase in the tax threshold– 
are vital right now for millions of poorer pen-
sioners. Too many people are piling on the 
pressure to axe the TL, like the newspaper 
columnist who recently said it was wrong to 
increase state pensions while children 
starve. NPC is horrified by this suggestion—
children are our priority too. But it is wrong 
that the government must choose one over 
the other. Eradicating poverty for all of us 
should be the Chancellor’s aim.”  

Emma Lewell MP, Siobhan Casey,  
Carole Easton (chair),Heléna Herklots. 

Budget Day 26th November 

‘Stealth tax’ fears 

People’s Assembly—Downing St. Budget Demo P.2 

Our campaign takes Commissioner call to Parliament 
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T ax reform campaigners Tax Jus-
tice UK are urging people to con-

tact their MPs to demand that they 
support a ‘Budget for the 99/9%.’ 
They want as many people as possible 
to email their constituency MPs before 
Budget Day on 26th November, be-
cause they believe that reforming the 
tax system, so that the wealthiest ra-

ther than the 99.9% pay more, is the 
best way to tackle the inequalities, in 
our society.  Thousands have already 
emailed their MPs, across nearly every 
seat in Parliament to ask them to sup-
port the Tax Justice demands, includ-
ing a 2% tax on the super rich.   If you 
would like to find out more about the 
Tax Justice campaign, click on: De-
mand a budget for the 99.9%    

E leven million private renters in England re-

ceived the biggest boost to their rights in a 

generation after the Renters’ Rights Bill gained 

Royal Assent on 27th October. 
The Renters’ Rights Act will deliver on a government 

manifesto commitment to reform a private rental 

system that has left thousands of renters vulnerable 

to unfair treatment and insecurity.    The most signif-

icant change the Act delivers is the aboli-

tion of Section 21 ‘no fault’ evictions - a 

practice that pushed many into homeless-

ness. The new legislation will allow tenants 

to challenge poor conditions and unreason-

able rent rises without fear of retaliatory evic-

tion.    NPC General Secretary Jan Shortt comment-

ed: “The Renters’ Rights Act is welcome if long over-

due good news for renters who have campaigned 

for years for better protection. It is especially im-

portant for the 

rising number of 

older people rent-

ing privately, 

largely due to a 

lack of suitable social housing. Many are among our 

poorest, often living in badly maintained homes, and 

fearing eviction if they ask their landlord for repairs. 

“We hope the Act will bring an end to their 

fears. What it won’t end is the lack of de-

cent, affordable rented homes. The govern-

ment now needs to address this urgently.”  

The Act will give renters the right to end ten-

ancies with two months’ notice, among a slew of 

other protections. In the coming weeks, ministers 

will outline how and when the reforms will be rolled 

out. More info: https://www.gov.uk/government/

news/historic-renters-rights-act-becomes-law  

Good news for tenants as landmark  
Renters Rights Bill set to become law  

People’s Assembly 

 

T he People’s As-
sembly Against 

Austerity is staging a 
pre-Budget demo out-
side Downing Street 
at 6pm on Tuesday, 
25th November. They 
are calling on people 
to join them the night 
before the Chancellor 
announces her Budg-
et, to demand invest-
ment in essential ser-
vices such as health 
and welfare, paid for 
by taxing the wealthi-
est, not the poorest. 
Visit: People’s Assem-
bly on Facbook,  Twit-
ter/X  and Instagram.  

Tax Justice want a Budget for the 99.9% 

T he Energy Security & Net Zero 

Committee has backed reforms 

to make the energy system fairer and 

support households facing a fifth win-

ter of high bills. 
In a major report on tackling the ener-

gy cost crisis, MPs recom-

mended a permanent energy 

debt relief scheme funded through en-

ergy sector excess profits, plus auto-

matic support for vulnerable house-

holds, a social tariff for energy and re-

forms to the Warm Home Discount. It 

also calls for urgent action to fix unfair 

standing charges, improve data shar-

ing to target support and overhaul Cold 

Weather Payments to ensure help gets 

to those who need it most.   

A spokesperson for the End Fuel Pov-

erty Coalition, which includes NPC, 

commented: “This report should mark 

a turning point in the fight to end the 

energy cost crisis. It recognises what 

millions already know: our en-

ergy system has been stacked 

against people struggling to heat their 

homes and urgent change is needed. 

These are landmark recommendations 

that could protect the most vulnerable. 

As this report makes clear, warm 

homes must be treated as a public 

health priority, with fair pricing, mod-

ernised winter protections, social tar-

iffs and strong rights for renters.” 

MPs back key reforms of energy system 

Public Health 

https://taxjustice.eaction.org.uk/budgetforthe99
https://taxjustice.eaction.org.uk/budgetforthe99
https://www.facebook.com/ThePeoplesAssembly
https://twitter.com/pplsassembly
https://twitter.com/pplsassembly
https://www.instagram.com/thepplsassembly/?hl=en
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/8940/the-cost-of-energy/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/8940/the-cost-of-energy/
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N P C  W a l e s 

launched its 

manifesto for the 2026 Senedd 

Elections at a Joint Conference in 

Cardiff to celebrate the Interna-

tional Day for Older People. 
The event for Older Peoples Organi-

sations, including Active Wales, COPA (Cymru Older 

Peoples Alliance) and WSF (Wales Sen-

iors Forum, was held in the city’s Clay-

ton Hotel on 2nd October.    

Coordinated by Age Cymru, the confer-

ence heard from Dawn Bowden, the 

Minister for Children and Older People, 

and Rhian Bowen-Davies, the Older 

Peoples Commissioner for Wales. It was a great suc-

cess, and a statement of intent from Older People in 

Wales ahead of the Senedd Elections next May.   

Bryan Godsell, Chair NPC Wales thanked the mem-

bers of the NPC Wales Executive Committee 

and  NPC Wales EC Member Dereck Roberts in par-

ticular for all their hard work in bringing the mani-

festo together and impressing upon the conference 

the need for Older People’s voices and experiences 

in Wales to be heard. He said the views of older 

people needed to be responded to as they are the 

Standard Bearers for all of the generations following 

in their footsteps.   The NPC Wales manifesto focus-

es on five main areas of concern.  These include: 

1. Fairer Funding for Wales-Reform/replacement of 

the Barnett Formula devolution of the Crown Estate. 

2. Climate Change, Fuel Poverty, 

Energy, Housing and the Environ-

ment, Health and the Cost of Living Crisis — The lat-

ter two are the two biggest priorities. More needs to 

be done to alleviate the financial pressures on older 

people in Wales. 

3. Health & Social Care - Improving Welsh NHS and 

creating a National Social Care Service free at the 

point of need. 

4. Digital Inclusion - Broadband in-

ternet services for older people, ide-

ally free or heavily subsidised with 

better access to support. 

5. Transport - Maintaining FREE bus 

passes for the over 60’s, with inte-

grated Transport Hubs bringing Train and Bus Ser-

vices together and taking bus services into public 

ownership to meet the needs of Welsh people. 

NPC Wales Manifesto: https://www.npcuk.org/

post/npc-wales-launched-its-manifesto-for-the-2026

-senedd-elections 

Nations & regions news 
SEND YOUR STORIES TO: 

info@npcuk.org 

N PC Wales welcomes a new report from the 

Older People’s Commissioner for Wales 

which highlights Digital Ageism & Exclusion. 
Commissioner Rhian Bowen-Davies found  that 

digital ageism is a significant barrier for older 

people in Wales, which results in them facing ste-

reotyping, prejudice or disadvantage. It  creates 

obstacles for older people across everything from 

healthcare and lifelong learning, to leisure activi-

ties.  The Commissioner is now calling for imme-

diate action from the Welsh Government and 

public services, as well as platform developers. 

 
The NPC Wales Manifesto for Older People also 

flags digital exclusion of pensioners, and calls 

for Broadband services to be provided free of 

charge, or at least heavily subsidised.  

NPC Wales Chair Bryan Godsell said: “Older peo-

ple need to be provided with suitable equipment 

and support in order to be able to access vital on 

line services. We need an education and advice 

service provided by the Welsh Government  to 

better protect older people from online abuse 

and exploitation. This must include High Street 

banking and access to cash. The closure of bank 

branches has effectively denied Older People rea-

sonable provision to cash transactions, which af-

ter all are considered to be a public service.” 

Digital Ageism and Exclusion Report 

Manifesto 
N PC Northern  

m e m b e r s 

joined a Fuel Pov-

erty Action (FPA) 

protest at the La-

bour Party Conference in Liverpool to mark Interna-

tional Older People’s Day on 1st October.  The action 

called on MPs to address the hardship caused by ris-

ing energy costs, particularly to older and vulnerable 

people. The date coincided with the latest Ofgem 

Price Cap rise, which will see prices go up by a further 

2% this winter.  The FPA ‘Energy for All’ campaign de-

mands that every household should receive enough 

energy to meet basic needs at affordable prices. An 

FPA spokesperson says: “The average energy bill will 

have gone up by nearly £200 since Labour entered 

power. One in five of us are struggling to heat our 

homes or use lifesaving medical equipment.” 
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J oin the NPC 250 Club and you 

could win cash and help the NPC.  

For just £2 a month or £24 per an-

num, you will be entered into the 

NPC 250 Club prize draw. Half of the income 

goes into the monthly prize draw, and the re-

maining 50% will go to the NPC to support our 

work for older people.You can join up at: 

www.npcuk.org/post/npc-250-club  OR: Write to 

the NPC office address on Page 1. 

D id you know that whenever 
you buy anything online - from 

your weekly shop to your annual 
holiday - you could be raising cash 
for NPC with EasyFundraising? It won’t cost you 
a penny extra.  Over 8,000 retailers are on 
board, including eBay, Argos, ASDA, Tesco, M&S 
& Booking.com and many others. 
To find out more and join for free visit:  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/nationalpc  

SUBMIT STORIES TO: 
info@npcuk.org Nations & regions news  

S outhend and District Pen-
sioner’s Campaign  invited 

NPC vice president and Lon-
don Region Secretary Barry 
Todman to address their 40th 
anniversary celebration.  
Barry, pictured here with 
SDPC President Jill Allen-King 
OBE, thanked the group for 
the work they are doing in 
their community.  Barry said: 
“It was good to see the sup-
port from the many local or-
ganisations who had provided 

stalls around the room. My 
thanks to SDPC for the invita-
tion and for all the work they 
are doing, and for their sup-
port for London Region NPC.” 

 

T h e  a n n u a l 
Burston School 

Strike commemora-
tive rally in Norfolk 
drew strong support 
from NPC Anglia 
members. General 
Secretary Jan Shortt addressed attendees 
there to mark the longest strike in British 
history. It began in 1914 when pupils pro-
tested the dismissal of their teachers, 
and lasted 25 years. Today the rally cele-
brates the strike's trade union legacy on 
the first Sunday in September. 

C ampaigners ESCaD (End Social Care Disgrace) 

held their first live National Conference  in Man-

chester Central Hall on 25th October.  More than 90 

people attended in person or online for a busy pro-

gramme covering a 

wide range of issues. 

The headline debate—

‘Campaigning for a 

National Care, Support 

& Independent Living 

Service’ - was sched-

uled to hear from au-

thor Anne Gray, Pro-

fessor Peter Ber-

esford,  and Rebecca 

Long Bailey MP.    

ESCaD was estab-

lished to campaign for major social care reform, in-

cluding a publicly funded National Care, Support 

and Independent Living Service (NaCSILS)  

Find out more: www.endsocialcaredisgrace.org 

End Social Care Disgrace Manchester Conference 

T he Lancashire-based Nanas are celebrating Energy Secretary 

Ed Miliband’s announcement of a permanent ban on fracking 

in the UK.  After a long campaign they want the Secretary of State 

to ensure the legislation is iron-clad. To ensure it is, NPC Climate 

Change working party member Tina Rothery urges people to sign 

the petition here: www.action.friendsoftheearth.uk/petition/tell-

keir-starmer-make-fracking-ban-permanent  

Nanas Against Fracking celebrate permanent ban 


