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We have local and Trade Union branches across
our Region. Each Branch is entitled to send
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The Regional Council meetings are held at
Birmingham UNISON Offices, 19th floor, The
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For more information about our local
branches, trade union retired members
sections and affiliated organisations:
Contact Trevor Eames our Membership
Secretary either by phone on: 0121 733 8081
or e mail: solihullratepayers@hotmail.co.uk
Regional Secretary:
Sandra Durkin: 07860576701
Press and Campaign Officer:
Owen Sloss: 07582115742

FOR GENERAL ENQUIRIES ABOUT THE
WEST MIDLAND PENSIONERS CONVENTION
E MAIL: wmpconvention@gmx.com
OR CALL: 07342264482
AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Although our Regional Council meetings are
delegate based, visitors, friends and guests are very
much welcome to attend.
We also welcome applications for membership
from non-party political organisations of
pensioners and retired people from across our
Region.
Pensioners can also become
individual members.
LOCAL BRANCHES
Walsall: Andrea Stanton: 01922448331
Halesowen: Tony Whitehouse: 07715314608
North Staffs: Owen Sloss 07582115742
David Hampton 01782 201724
kingstanding: Ken Smith: 0121 624 6981
East Birmingham: Stan Simpson: 0121 783 0734
B’ham South Central: 07342264482
Northfield: Richard Phillips: 0121 477 3594

Due to the severe restrictions of the current
Solihull: Alan Thomas : 0121 705 3342
covid-19 pandemic the WMPC Regional Council
have accepted a recommendation from the E.C. Sandwell & West Birmingham:
to suspend the holding of the A.G.M. untill such
Valerie Hickinbottom: 0121 532 0970
time as delegates can safely attend at a suitable
venue. In the interim period existing officers and E.C. members will remain in situ.

2020 is the year that we would all like to forget it has been a very difficult time for one and all – but we
must move on. 2021 brings a light on the horizon with the vaccination for the dreaded Covid 19 virus.
The last time that we met for a Regional Council meeting was March 12 th 2020. It took a few months for
your Executive Committee to set up a virtual Zoom meeting which has allowed us to discuss and persue
issues concerning older people. As confidence was gained the Regional Council Delegates were invited to
monthly Zoom meetings. This proved to be a success and at our December 17 th 2020 meeting we had
fifteen people present and three apologies.
During the past year your Delegates to NPC have attended virtual Zoom meetings and reported back on all
conducted business. The Transport Group have also continued with their quarterly meeting with TfWM
Chaired by Trevor Eames. There is also good news about the launch of a brand-new website for the West
Midland Pensioners Convention early in the new year.
In the winter of 2020, we jointly launched a Health survey with our colleagues in the Birmingham UNISON
Retired Members Branch, to see if there was evidence that pensioners were getting reduced Health
Services because of the impact of the covid-19 pandemic. That Health survey has now been extended to
other Regional UNISON Retired Members Branches and will be an important aspect of our campaigning in
2021.
In December we received the sad news of the death of Tom Gray. Tom had been an active member of
WMPC for a good many year and will be sadly missed. We also send our condolences to the loved ones and
friends of all other members and supporters of the Pensioners Convention.
After discussion within your Executive Committee, it was voted for and agreed to update and ring the
changes with a brand-new web site. The new website will be launched early this year.
West Midlands Pensioners’ have been advised by UNISON Birmingham Branch office that their lease
expires this summer. This will mean a change of venue for us. We offer our thanks to UNISON for all the
hospitality they have shown us over the years for all our meetings held there.
Hopefully by the time you receive The Midland Pensioner most of our Delegates will have had their COVID19 vaccination, then we can look forward to Lock Down being lifted. In the meantime, there is an open
invitation for as many readers as possible to join us on our Regional Council Zoom dates. It really is heartwarming seeing all our “mates” on the screen, if you have the technology try it. The past months have
been so difficult but we can face the New Year with hope for a normal future. It will be great when we can
get back to our usual routine of meeting up in Birmingham. Best wishes and KEEP SAFE.
Dorothy Lamb Chair West Midland Pensioners Convention

Good riddance to 2020 and let’s hope that next year gives us all
some hope this year gives us all some hope and joy.
Thank goodness the governments of England, Scotland and Wales
backtracked on their previous agreement to allow three
households to meet up for five days over the Christmas period.
Only in Northern Ireland did the five-day arrangements stay in
place and in some parts of England it was almost a total
lockdown. Th last minute decision will have devasted many who
were looking to meeting up with family and friends for the first
time in months.
I do not underestimate the impact this will have had, particularly for those suffering from
mental health issues, but it was absolutely the right thing to do and will have saved
thousands of lives. It would have been better if the government had acted sooner but at
least they showed real leadership in the end. Well done to many in the scientific
community who raised the alarm and the founder of Silver Line, Ester Rantzen and many
others for speaking out.
The latest evidence is showing that the covid-19 virus is still a huge threat and that there
has been an alarming increase in the infection rate. Clear leadership is needed again at this
crucial time; both at Government level and as individuals we must not let down our guard.
In January and February there could still be thousands more deaths. Th NHS is already
under intolerable strain in parts of the UK. Throughout the crisis, the Government have
dithered until events have overtaken them. Let us hope they get it right next time.
The scientists have performed miracles to create a vaccine in such a short time so there is
light at the end of the tunnel. To save lives we must do what ever it takes to suppress the
virus untill the vaccine can be rolled out. Let’s hope this huge logistical operation succeeds.
As soon as I have the opportunity, I will have the vaccine and urge everybody to do the
same. It is vital that people ignore the nonsense circulating on social media, so that a
majority of the population can be inoculated.
I have seen that some in the media are saying that it will be all over by February. What
planet are they on? Do not believe a word of it. Children learn at quite an early age that it is
no good saying that something is true when it is not, just because you want it to be so. The
reality comes back to bite you and everybody is disappointed. The newspapers must have
missed out on this part of growing up.
After COVID-19 there needs to be a thorough examination of the Government’s response to
the virus, in order to hold the politicians to account, learn lessons and to put in place
mechanisms to be sure that we are better prepared for such an emergency in the future.
This is an edited version of a “Personally Speaking “column by Andy Day, featured in the
Stoke -on Trent regional newspaper “The Stoke Sentenal”. January 2021

Andy is the Co-Ordinator of the North Staffordshire Pensioners Convention.

In the autumn issue of the “Midland Pensioner” we detailed
the questionnaire developed in co-operation with our
Birmingham UNISON Retired Members colleagues. Here we
have a summary of the questionnaire circulated on line to
Birmingham UNISON Branch Retired Members.
The survey was sent out on line, using the Birmingham UNISON
Branch “Survey Gizmo”, by branch officer Taheir Mahmood a
total of 87 retired members replied. The full survey can be
obtained by e mailing: wmpcec@gmx.co.uk

The Key Findings
1. Access to GPs
* The biggest issue was access to GPs. Nearly 55% (44) of respondents said they had difficulty in
getting an appointment. While most had to wait around a week to get an appointment, 8 respondents had
to wait longer than a month. Only 9 respondents had face to face consultations with their G.P, while 58
had phone or remote consultations.
2.Hospital Services
* Of the respondents., 28 were referred to a hospital Consultant. While only three had to wait a week, the
majority- 11- had to wait longer than 3 months.
* Similarly, those respondents who required hospital treatment as an out- patient, again had long waits,
with only 1 respondent being seen within a week, while 11 had to wait longer than 2 months.
* Of the respondents, 9 had a diagnosis of cancer treatment, with only one being seen within a week,
while at the other end of the spectrum, 2 had to wait 2 months, 1 waited 3 months and another over 3
months.
* Of the 43 respondents being referred for diagnostic tests (scans, blood tests, ECG etc) 10 were seen
within a week. However, 8 had to wait a month, while a further 8 waited longer than 3 months.
3.Flu jabs & medication
* A positive result is that the vast majority of respondents (69) had not had any difficulty in getting access
to a seasonal flu vaccination, with only 3 saying they had not been able to obtain a flu jab.
* Similarly, there is little evidence of any respondents having trouble accessing prescribed medication,
with only 1 respondent out of 80 saying they had a problem.
Conclusion
The survey has shown some alarming examples of people with serious conditions having important if not
vital procedures being cancelled. In the main though, the majority have received diagnostic treatment
within their original appointment schedule. However, it should be remembered this survey was conducted
on January 8th, just as the country went into a further lockdown, and spiralling Covid cases has meant

much non- emergency health treatment has been cancelled by most hospitals and respondents may now
begin to suffer cancellations.

West Midland Pensioners Convention Transport Group
A review of Public Transport during the Covid-19 pandemic.
Our Key aim has been to ensure a reliable Public Transport Service through the Pandemic in
face of major practical and financial challenges for Transport for West Midlands (TfWM)
and the Bus, Train and Metro Operators.
In the West Midlands the response from the March lockdown and Government regulations
was good and services initially suspended were quickly reinstated to 85% of normal, well
ahead of most other areas. Operators met criteria to receive Government subsidy to cover
losses that has continued throughout the period and will run now through to the end April
2021 review.
The situation was made difficult due to changing patronage during Covid-19 restrictions
that relaxed and then reinstated in December and the uncertainty to only use public
transport when essential.
The WMPC Transport Group has liaised closely with TfWM throughout and reinstating
virtual Consultative Meetings from July 2020 over the internet.
Despite low patronage bus and train travel has proved reliable and relatively safe with
improved compliance on use of masks and safe distancing. Even a basic Ring & Ride service
has been maintained through-out to meet a limited demand as most activities/venues for
older people have been closed.
Surplus Ring & Ride Buses being diverted to providing free shuttle services for NHS workers.
New timetables introduced in September except on frequent service routes and National
Express had 50 buses and 70 drivers on standby to back-up any shortages early on.
Bus use fluctuated widely from very low levels during lock-down periods with many working
from home or in closed down non-essential shops etc. Concessionary Bus Pass use fell even
in the relaxed summer period. Bus use was almost non-existent in areas of high car
ownership but much higher in more deprived locations.
Bus Service Timetabling is currently being reviewed with changes being made end January
in line with school half term levels reflecting low demand and ongoing school closures.
We confidently expect to retain a good level of service through the Pandemic period with
funding available to promote a return to Bus & Train use as things return to normal with
the success of the Vaccination roll-out.

Current Metro extensions in Broad Street and to Wolverhampton Station will complete this
year plus work on Sprint Road Trams on the A45 Coventry Road and A34 Perry Bar Projects
demonstrate confidence in the future.
Trevor Eames WMPC Transport Officer
January 2021

TOM GRAY
We celebrate the life of our dear friend and comrade

I attended my first Regional Council of
WMPC in May 1996 at the Birmingham
Council Chamber. It was a tempestuous
affair with three officers walking out of the
meeting, two of whom resigned their
positions. Two delegates from the Black
Country had to be prevented from doing
each other harm.
A calming voice was needed and that calm, if
sonorous voice was that of Tom Gray. Tom who has died aged 90, not only introduced a
sense of moderation to that meeting but to almost every meeting throughout more than
two decades.
During that time, he held the post of Chairman on two separate occasions and also that of
Assistant Treasurer. As Chairman, he suggested that our group go out on ‘Roadshows’ in
order to press our case for the retention and enhancement of the Travel Pass. These
‘Roadshows’ were a great success and at a time of some uncertainty, our efforts helped to
preserve our entitlement to the WM Concessionary Travel Pass.
Tom represented us on a number of NPC committees and regularly attended our annual
lobbies of Parliament in Westminster and the Pensioners’ Parliament in Blackpool.
He was instrumental in forming the retired member groups of his union, the NASUWT.
Among Tom’s many other interests were, of course, his family, his membership of his

Masonic Lodge and a lifetime love of cricket. I can recall some happy times sitting with Tom
at Barnt Green Cricket Club enjoying a pint and hearing his memories and stories of people
he knew in the game.
He will be very much missed by all who knew him.
David Williams

January 2021
LGBT HISTORY MONTH
February is LGBT History Month. Founded in 1994, it’ a month-long
observance and recognition of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
transgender history both our collective history and the individual
contributions LGBT people have made and continue to make to our

shared lives.
For older members of the LGBT community, such as myself, it’s a particularly poignant time
of the year. February is my birthday month- I’m now 73. It’s also the birthday month of my
closest gay friend, indeed my closest friend – someone I have loved dearly. He passed
away at the age of 46 in 2002, three years after his partner tragically died at 29. They were
my ‘gay family’.
As with so many gay men of my generation, I can’t speak for lesbians or bisexuals, I became
estranged from my family many years ago; and like so many gay men of my generation, my
closest gay friends became my family. These were the people I turned to for support and
comfort when I felt lonely and depressed, these were the people I shared my Christmases
and birthdays with, went on holiday with, this was my family.
This family, my family, was devasted by HIV -Aids and Hepatitis C. But they remain a huge
part of my life, of who I am.
My sexuality is a huge part of who I am. My time in the 1970s and 80s involved in the Gay
Liberation Movement, the physical and mental abuse, the social isolation- very often selfinflicted- being sacked for being Gay, the partners and lovers I’ve had over the years, being
arrested for cottaging. These are all part of my LGBT History Month.
What do I fear most, as a 73 Gay man. I fear the ignorance and prejudice, the outright
hostility and hatred of those who I may need to turn to for support has my health fails me.
The 2019 Biennial Delegate Conference of the National Pensioners Conference
overwhelmingly passed a motion from the WMPC establishing the LGBT Working Group of
which I am an active member. I have no illusions about the scale of the task facing both the
LGBT Working Group and the NPC, we live in a society with not only an increasingly aging
population but also an increasingly diverse older population and within that diversity there
are many hundreds of thousands of us LGBT pensioners.
There is growing evidence that the hostile, homophobic, environment faced by my
generation of LGBT people as had a lasting impact on our physical and mental health, LGBT

pensioners face inequalities in the provision of social care, there are significant concerns
about the provision of end-of-life care for LGBT people and our partners. Too many older
LGBT pensioners are forced to accept housing provision that leaves them lonely and
isolated and like all other sections of society we have seen our community centres and
advice and support centres devasted by years and years of Local Authority and Government
cuts.
Brian Allbutt: Assistant Regional Secretary: West Midland Pensioners Convention

